
 

 

Speakers 

Darren Henley 
 

Darren Henley OBE is chief executive of Arts Council England. His two 
independent government reviews into music and cultural education resulted in England’s 
first National Plan for Music Education, new networks of Music Education Hubs, Cultural 
Education Partnerships and Heritage Schools, the Museums and Schools programme, the BFI 
Film Academy and the National Youth Dance Company. Before joining the Arts Council, he 
led Classic FM for fifteen years. He holds degrees in politics from the University of Hull, in 
management from the University of South Wales and in history of art from the University of 
Buckingham. A recipient of the British Academy President’s Medal for his contributions to 
music education, music research and the arts, his books include The Virtuous Circle: Why 
Creativity and Cultural Education Count (2014), The Arts Dividend: Why Investment in 
Culture Pays (2016) and Creativity: Why It Matters (2018). 
 
 

David Warden 

 
David is a Senior Policy Advisor with the Department for Education, where his work has 
focused on a number of areas related to the curriculum, subject-specific programmes, and 
social mobility. He has worked across the Civil Service in a number of roles since moving to 
the East Midlands from Edinburgh, Scotland. 
 

Scott Stroman 

 
 
Scott Stroman is a uniquely broad musician: a composer, conductor, performer and educator 
in jazz, classical and world music. He is director of the London Jazz Orchestra, professor of 
jazz at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, director of the genre-busting choir Eclectic 
Voices, artistic director of Highbury Opera Theatre, directed the contemporary string 
ensemble Opus 20, is director of music at the American International Church in London and a 
conductor of orchestras, choirs, bands, opera and musical theatre. Jazz, world and popular 
artists with whom he has worked as performer, conductor and/or arranger include Phil 
Collins, Goran Bregović, Youssou N’Dour, Seu George, Billy Cobham, Randy Brecker, Kenny 
Wheeler, Rufus Reid, Dizzy Gillespie, Bobby Wellins and Liza Minelli. A singer and 
trombonist, he co-leads the Stroman-Jönsson Project with Swedish saxophonist Cennet 
Jönsson. 
 

Dr Jamie Clarke 

 
Having initially studied at the Royal Academy of Music, Jamie Clarke is now CEO of Tove 
Learning Trust (TLT), a multi-academy trust (MAT) based in Northamptonshire, Milton 
Keynes and the West Midlands.  
Jamie leads the strategic vision and development of the trust, and has directed the growth of 
the MAT from two schools in Northamptonshire in 2016 to seven secondary schools across 
the Midlands and Central England by the end of 2019. The primary education arm of the 
MAT has been established in 2020 providing links for all-through education and to support 
pupils with their transition through their education. 
Jamie has a proven track record of school improvement through his previous roles as 
Executive Headteacher and Headteacher at Sponne School, an outstanding academy in 
Northamptonshire.  
 

  



Performers 

Boston Youth Jazz orchestra 

Boston Youth Jazz Orchestra (BYJO) is one of Lincolnshire Music Service's flagship 
area ensembles. Weekly rehearsals in Boston lead to a refined and joyful experience 
for all members of this group which comprises of instrumentalists and singers. Most 
repertoire is performed from memory to ensure the pupils get as much out of the 
performance of music as possible. Connecting with the audience is key for every 
performer here. BYJO undertake a bi-annual tour to Catalonia, Spain and have 
recently partnered with another Jazz orchestra from the region; taking the whole 
experience of playing music abroad to the next level.  
BYJO have performed, on numerous occasions, at London's Royal Albert Hall as part 
of the National Festival of Music for Youth, and are extremely proud to have been 
able to represent Lincolnshire on this national stage. 
 

Jeneba and 
Aminata Kanneh-Mason 

Jeneba Kanneh-Mason is sixteen years old and attends Trinity School in Nottingham. 
She studies piano with Patsy Toh and cello with Ben Davies at Junior Royal Academy. 
Jeneba was a Keyboard Category Finalist in BBC Young Musician 2018. She was The 
Nottingham Young Musician 2013 and she won the Murs du Son Prize at the Lagny-
Sur-Marne International Piano Competition in France, 2014. She is also winner of 
the Iris Dyer Piano Prize at The Junior Royal Academy of Music. She has played 
numerous concerts in England, Wales and in Paris, as a recital and concerto soloist 
and as a chamber musician. She performed (with the Kanneh-Masons) at The 
BAFTAs 2018 and she has played concertos with several orchestras, such as Saint-
Saens No 2, Tchaikovsky No 1, and Ravel in G. She plays two piano recitals at 
Cheltenham Festival in July 2019. Jeneba is grateful to The Nottingham Soroptimist 
Trust and to The Nottingham Education Trust. 
 
Aminata is thirteen years old and attends Trinity  School in Nottingham. She attends 
The Junior Royal Academy of Music, where she is a member of the Classical 
Orchestra, and studies violin with Nicole Wilson and piano with Sarah Pickering. 
Aminata has Grade 8 distinction on the violin and Grade 8 on the piano (aged 11 and 
12). She also has singing lessons with Jane Harwood and Mr Burton. She is a 
member of Chineke! Junior Orchestra and has played with the orchestra in venues 
such as The Royal Festival Hall, Southbank. Aminata has performed throughout the 
UK, and in the Caribbean, playing solo and chamber music. As a concerto soloist, she 
has played  Mozart Violin Concerto in G with The Orchestra of the Restoration and 
she will play Bruch Violin Concerto with Djanogly Orchestra in November 2019. 
Aminata has appeared on several television and radio programmes with her siblings, 
including the BBC4 documentary, Young, Gifted and Classical, and BBC1 The One 
Show. She is featured, with The Kanneh-Masons, in a USA documentary by CBS 
Television. Aminata is very grateful to The Nottingham Soroptimist Trust and to the 
Nottingham Education Trust for their support. 
 

 

 


