
Mash Up Jam. Progressive Certification 

 Level 1. 
 

Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 

Criteria 1: 
Making Musical Progress 

Pupils show an 
understanding of the care 
of the instrument.  

Pupils can copy simple 
notes and patterns 
accurately. 

Pupils can use simple 
notes and patterns 
accurately. 

Pupils can use more 
complicated notes and 
patterns accurately. 

Pupils can play extended 
melodic/ rhythmic 
patterns. 

Criteria 2: 
Performing 

Pupils have the 
opportunity to perform in 
school, to record a piece 
or perform live to an 
audience 

Pupils can perform with 
an awareness of others in 
the ensemble 

Pupils can practice, 
rehearse and present 
performances with 
awareness of the 
audience 

Pupils can practice, 
rehearse and present 
performances confidently 
with awareness of the 
audience 

Pupils can practice, 
rehearse and present 
performances confidently 
with awareness of the 
audience and occasion  

Criteria 3: 
Developing listening and 
communication skills 

Pupils can play their 
instrument with some 
reliability in tone and/or 
intonation. 

Pupils recognise and 
explore how sounds can 
be made and changed. 

Pupils are aware of 
blending their sound 
within the ensemble 

Pupils understand simple 
technical language used 
and blend their playing 
within the ensemble 

Pupils understand simple 
technical language used 
and blend their playing 
stylistically within the 
ensemble. 

Criteria 4: 
Demonstrating creative 
musicianship 

Pupils can control their 
instrumental sound to 
start/ stop appropriately 
with awareness of others 

Pupils respond 
appropriately to different 
moods and styles. 

Pupils use musical 
elements and devices in 
their playing. 

Pupils are aware of 
musical structures to 
create contrast in their 
playing. 

Pupils are able to 
accurately perform pieces 
with more consistent tone 
and intonation and are 
able to make 
improvements. 

 

Notes. 

Criteria 1 focusses on skills such as good attendance at rehearsals, practicing at home improving technical skills. 

Criteria 2 focusses on skills such as taking part in an event (recorded or live) developing a sense of ensemble and playing musically within a group. 

Criteria 3 focusses on skills such as following a conductor, keeping in time, tuning, blending with others, reacting to dynamics, expressive playing, lead and accompaniment. 

Criteria 4 focusses on skills such as improvisation, stylistic interpretation, awareness of other musicians, playing in a range of styles. 

These criteria are generic and allow for maximum autonomy of the tutor/ group leader to make appropriate choices for the group. It is intended that all children and young 

people involved in the group will gain the appropriate certificate of achievement in relation to the number of terms they have attended i.e. achieve Level 1 when they have 

attended the group for one term. Therefore, this is progressive programme designed to be fully inclusive and achievable for all members of the group.   



Tutors/ Group leader will need to provide a list of names and the certificate level to the music service admin team three weeks prior to certificate ceremony in order to 

ensure certificates are printed and available in time. 

A student can belong to Mash Up Jam for up to five terms. Students should have opportunity to access on line learning at home via Charanga Yumu login. Students will have 

access to an instrument free of charge and are encouraged to be responsible for this equipment.  

The tutor will devise appropriate learning each term and prepare the assigned set piece of music. An open rehearsal for parents should be encouraged and a performance 

(live or recorded) each term is a necessity of the certificate. There should be plenty of opportunity to discuss 'what next' for the students including other instruments i.e. 

moving from Toot to woodwind or samba to an pitched instrument. Diversity is to be encouraged so that the group may have bass, rhythm, harmony and lead and possibly 

vocal parts. It is hoped that students will move in to small group/ individual instrumental tuition. Opportunity to promote other activities and events such as local Music 

Centre participation; local community groups; Junior Music Day; Massed events etc. It may be necessary for the tutor to support the school in developing a progressive 

ensemble for students to attend once they have completed five terms of Mash Up Jam. Each term is a programme of approximately 12 lessons. Each lesson can last up to 

45 minutes with the tutor available for one hour to ensure everything is set up and that students play for the full session length. (It may be possible to arrange bespoke 

session lengths where necessary to ensure successful implementation within a school)  

 


