
 

 

Speakers 

 

 

 

 

 

Darren Henley 

 

Darren Henley OBE is chief executive of Arts Council England. His two 

independent government reviews into music and cultural education resulted in England’s first 

National Plan for Music Education, new networks of Music Education Hubs, Cultural Education 

Partnerships and Heritage Schools, the Museums and Schools programme, the BFI Film 

Academy and the National Youth Dance Company. Before joining the Arts Council, he led 

Classic FM for fifteen years. He holds degrees in politics from the University of Hull, in 

management from the University of South Wales and in history of art from the University of 

Buckingham. A recipient of the British Academy President’s Medal for his contributions to 

music education, music research and the arts, his books include The Virtuous Circle: Why 

Creativity and Cultural Education Count (2014), The Arts Dividend: Why Investment in Culture 

Pays (2016) and Creativity: Why It Matters (2018). 

 

 

David Warden 

 

David is a Senior Policy Advisor with the Department for Education, where his work has 

focused on a number of areas related to the curriculum, subject-specific programmes, and 

social mobility. He has worked across the Civil Service in a number of roles since moving to 

the East Midlands from Edinburgh, Scotland. 

 

Scott Stroman 

 

 

Scott Stroman is a uniquely broad musician: a composer, conductor, performer and educator 

in jazz, classical and world music. He is director of the London Jazz Orchestra, professor of jazz 

at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, director of the genre-busting choir Eclectic 

Voices, artistic director of Highbury Opera Theatre, directed the contemporary string 

ensemble Opus 20, is director of music at the American International Church in London and a 

conductor of orchestras, choirs, bands, opera and musical theatre. Jazz, world and popular 

artists with whom he has worked as performer, conductor and/or arranger include Phil Collins, 

Goran Bregović, Youssou N’Dour, Seu George, Billy Cobham, Randy Brecker, Kenny Wheeler, 

Rufus Reid, Dizzy Gillespie, Bobby Wellins and Liza Minelli. A singer and trombonist, he co-

leads the Stroman-Jönsson Project with Swedish saxophonist Cennet Jönsson. 

 

Dr Jamie Clarke 

 

Chief Executive Officer, Tove Learning Trust.  

 

  



Performers 

Boston Youth Jazz orchestra 

Boston Youth Jazz Orchestra (BYJO) is one of Lincolnshire Music Service's flagship 

area ensembles. Weekly rehearsals in Boston lead to a refined and joyful experience 

for all members of this group which comprises of instrumentalists and singers. Most 

repertoire is performed from memory to ensure the pupils get as much out of the 

performance of music as possible. Connecting with the audience is key for every 

performer here. BYJO undertake a bi-annual tour to Catalonia, Spain and have 

recently partnered with another Jazz orchestra from the region; taking the whole 

experience of playing music abroad to the next level.  

BYJO have performed, on numerous occasions, at London's Royal Albert Hall as part 

of the National Festival of Music for Youth, and are extremely proud to have been 

able to represent Lincolnshire on this national stage. 

 

Jeneba and 

Aminata Kanneh-Mason 

Jeneba Kanneh-Mason is sixteen years old and attends Trinity School in Nottingham. 

She studies piano with Patsy Toh and cello with Ben Davies at Junior Royal Academy. 

Jeneba was a Keyboard Category Finalist in BBC Young Musician 2018. She was The 

Nottingham Young Musician 2013 and she won the Murs du Son Prize at the Lagny-

Sur-Marne International Piano Competition in France, 2014. She is also winner of the 

Iris Dyer Piano Prize at The Junior Royal Academy of Music. She has played numerous 

concerts in England, Wales and in Paris, as a recital and concerto soloist and as a 

chamber musician. She performed (with the Kanneh-Masons) at The BAFTAs 2018 and 

she has played concertos with several orchestras, such as Saint-Saens No 2, 

Tchaikovsky No 1, and Ravel in G. She plays two piano recitals at Cheltenham Festival 

in July 2019. Jeneba is grateful to The Nottingham Soroptimist Trust and to The 

Nottingham Education Trust. 

 

Aminata is thirteen years old and attends Trinity  School in Nottingham. She attends 

The Junior Royal Academy of Music, where she is a member of the Classical Orchestra, 

and studies violin with Nicole Wilson and piano with Sarah Pickering. Aminata has 

Grade 8 distinction on the violin and Grade 8 on the piano (aged 11 and 12). She also 

has singing lessons with Jane Harwood and Mr Burton. She is a member of Chineke! 

Junior Orchestra and has played with the orchestra in venues such as The Royal 

Festival Hall, Southbank. Aminata has performed throughout the UK, and in the 

Caribbean, playing solo and chamber music. As a concerto soloist, she has played  

Mozart Violin Concerto in G with The Orchestra of the Restoration and she will play 

Bruch Violin Concerto with Djanogly Orchestra in November 2019. Aminata has 

appeared on several television and radio programmes with her siblings, including the 

BBC4 documentary, Young, Gifted and Classical, and BBC1 The One Show. She is 

featured, with The Kanneh-Masons, in a USA documentary by CBS Television. Aminata 

is very grateful to The Nottingham Soroptimist Trust and to the Nottingham 

Education Trust for their support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Workshop Facilitators 

Name Workshop Details Biography 

Sue Nicholls KS1:  SPRINGBOARDS TO CREATIVE 
MUSIC-MAKING! 

 

Bespoke musical activities involving 

props, toys and story-telling to 

develop and embed listening, 

improvising and composing skills ... all 

leading to creative outcomes. 

Sue Nicholls worked as a music subject leader in many 

primary settings during her career as a teacher, 

achieving the status of Advanced Skills Teacher - a role 

which allowed her to develop her particular passion 

within music education: the support of generalist 

teachers. She has published several music resource 

books for Collins and OUP and lectures on music 

modules for BA and PGCE teacher trainees. Sue now 

works nationwide as a music education consultant 

delivering workshops and music-based CPD to schools 

and music hubs and also leads the ‘Fast-Track’ Trinity 

CME programme for the Northampton University centre. 

 

Helen MacGregor Raising the Bar! 

 

In this practical workshop you will 

explore a range of ideas for the Key 

Stage Two classroom using voices and 

instruments to improvise, perform and 

compose. The activities are inspired by 

music of different times and places and 

will focus on providing an outstanding 

music curriculum by developing the 

quality of pupils’ musical responses, 

depth of understanding and 

enjoyment.This session is suitable for 

music specialists and generalist 

teachers. 

 

 

Helen MacGregor is an award-winning music education 

author with many years’ experience of teaching music in 

Inner London Primary schools. She has combined 

teaching with teacher-training and worked for ten years 

with the London Philharmonic Orchestra on education 

outreach projects. She became Music Adviser in 

Southwark and Kent where she won the Marsh 

Community Education Award for her work with the Royal 

Opera House on the 'Voices of the Future' project. Her 

many music resources for the Primary classroom include 

the Listening to Music series (Primary Music Magazine 

Listening resource of 2019). She has co-written three 

Roald Dahl musicals and the Music Express and Singing 

subjects series. 

 

 

Ju Birchall and 

Brigid Fraser 

Musical Gems 
 

Based on the principles of Kodály, and 

delivered through rhymes, song, 

movement, games and instrumental 

work, Musical Gems lead EYFS children 

on a journey into sound.  In this 

workshop, we will share some of our 

favourite repertoire, explore age-

appropriate approaches to musical 

concepts and singing, and explain the 

progression within and across the 

sessions we lead. Pop in and share 

some 'must-have' items from our 

toolkit 

Brigid Frazer, is an established Early Years music 

specialist, who initiated and led Kodály Kids weekly at 

Wirksworth Music Centre and was formerly a member of 

the Cambridgeshire (CIMA) Colourstrings team, leading 

classes for babies, toddlers, pre-school and family music. 

 

Ju Birchall was a primary Assistant Head, and has the 

Certificate for Music Educators. She has also worked as a 

member of the school support service in Derby, leading 

on the arts and enrichment. 

 

Together, they created and have delivered Musical Gems 

to thousands of EYFS children across the city and county, 

and led accompanying training exploring Tuning into 

Sounds, Firm Foundations, using music in the prime 

areas, to support communication and language, physical 

development and PSE, and school readiness. 

 

 

 



Nicola Burke Music, Communication & 
Connections in Early Childhood 

 

In this practical and fun workshop, 

Nicola will explore the innate 

musicality of children and how music is 

threaded throughout all areas of 

learning and development. She will 

share elements of Tune into Listening, 

her award-winning research, and 

Musical Development Matters in the 

Early Years, a free guidance to support 

early childhood music practice. 

Participants will explore early 

childhood musical play; active music 

listening in EYFS and KS1 and will have 

the opportunity to engage in practical 

activities with time for discussion and 

reflectio 

 

Nicola has a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Music 

Studies from the Centre for Research in Early Childhood 

(CREC), England. She is an Associate of Early Education 

and works closely with MERYC, England (Music 

Educators and Researchers of Young Children). Nicola 

has over 20 years of experience of working in early 

childhood music education and is currently leading Tri-

Music Together and Sounds of Play, large workforce 

development projects taking place across West London 

and Birmingham involving a range of arts and music 

organisations and EY services. Nicola was a co-author on 

The Guide to Music for 0-3 Years, created the award-

winning Tune into Listening free online resource and has 

also been published in Early Childhood sector magazines 

Teach Early Years and Nursery World. Nicola is the 

author of Musical Development Matters in the Early 

Years, a guidance that has been written to complement 

Development Matters; freely available from Early 

Education: https://www.early-education.org.uk/musical-

development-matters 

 

 

Camille Maalawy, 

Royal Opera 

House 

Create and Sing Programme 

 

A creative learning programme, 

created with teachers, for primary 

schools across England. Classroom-

based and digital activities, with strong 

curriculum links, to help teachers give 

children a better understanding of 

singing and opera, unlocking their 

imagination and creativity. 

Born to an Egyptian father and English mother, Camille 

studied at Goldsmiths College graduating with a BMus 

(Hons), MMus Degree (Distinction) and a Postgraduate 

Diploma in Opera Studies. Her repertoire is as extensive 

as it is diverse, ranging from art song/lieder, oratorio 

and opera to embracing both Arabic and Jewish 

music.  Notable engagements have included Camille’s 

debuts at Grimeborn in 2019, in Bushra El-Turk’s ‘Silk 

Moth’ and also at the Wigmore Hall with the Liverpool 

Philharmonic Chamber Orchestra.  Camille's passion for 

embracing music from many cultures has brought her 

success not only as a performer but also as an educator, 

working with children and young people across a wide 

range of communities, through organisations including 

the Royal Opera House 'Create and Sing' project, 

Spitalfields Music, Voices Foundation, Jewish Music 

Institute, Hertfordshire and Tower Hamlets Music 

Services, and Mahogany Opera. 

 

Ben Sellars Integrating technology within your 
lessons 

 

KS2/3 - Songwriting & Music 

Production with iPads (Morning) 

Suitable for both generalist and 

specialists, this workshop provides a 

practical introduction to the 

extraordinary potential of the iPad as a 

tool for creative music-making. 

Delegates will explore several apps, 

each offering unique approaches to 

Ben Sellers strives to bridge the gap between 

technology, inclusive practice and curriculum music. He 

is the author of several educational resources, including 

the textbook ‘Teaching Music with Garageband for iPad’ 

and Charanga’s ‘SEND Create’ resource. He has provided 

training for the BBC and Tokyo Symphony Orchestras, 

National Association of Headteachers, Drake Music, 

WOMAD Festival, and Music Education Hubs across the 

UK. 

 

 

https://www.early-education.org.uk/musical-development-matters
https://www.early-education.org.uk/musical-development-matters


songwriting, improvisation and music 

theory. Each delegate will receive a 

comprehensive set of resources to 

support classroom delivery.  

 

Creating Inclusive Classrooms with 

iPads (SEN/D) (afternoon) 

iPads allow all pupils to make 

engaging, meaningful and age-

appropriate, music regardless of ability. 

This workshop introduces a range of 

creative projects suitable for settings 

from PMLD to PRU, and everything in 

between. Each delegate will receive a 

comprehensive set of resources to 

support classroom delivery. 

Elizabeth Kelly Teaching Music Composition at 
GCSE and A-Level 

 

This workshop will address strategies 

for teaching music composition at 

GCSE and A-Level and identify 

opportunities for schools to bring in 

professional composers and 

performers to work with students on 

their compositions. Practical work with 

composers and performers empowers 

students' confidence and creativity and 

enables them to break free of the 

limitations imposed by software and 

MIDI, enhancing learning outcomes 

and musical understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Kelly is Assistant Professor in Music 

Composition at the University of Nottingham. Her music 

embraces diverse influences, running the gamut from 

'majestic Wagnerian lines aggressively punctuated' 

(Boston Musical Intelligencer) to 'rasping jazzy 

exploration' (The Guardian). Her compositions have been 

performed throughout the UK, Europe, and North 

America at venues including Carnegie Hall in New York, 

the Aspen Music Festival in Colorado, the Tanglewood 

Music Festival in Massachusetts, the Huddersfield 

Contemporary Music Festival in the UK and the 

Gaudeamus Festival in the Netherlands. Her opera about 

soprano/silent film star Geraldine Farrar, 'Losing Her 

Voice', premiered in April 2019 with support from an 

Opera America 'Discovery Grant' and a British Academy 

Small Research Grant. She is co-founder and co-curator 

of the Nottingham Forum for Artistic Research 

(NottFAR), a new music concert series and outreach 

programme, which has produced over 30 events since 

2016. As part of her NottFAR activities, she has 

developed a partnership with the Nottingham Music 

Service and Villiers Quartet, engaging with over 

1300  students in the Nottingham city schools in 

2018/19 to introduce them to the art of composing for 

string quartet and work with them on their 

compositions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Em Whitfield 

Brooks 

KS3 Composition 
 

At KS3 some children, even those who 

have sung enthusiastically in the past, 

lose the joy of singing - and finding 

ways to regain their interest can be a 

challenge. For many, songwriting 

provides the key to the singing 

experience. This session offers 

accessible ways in to whole class 

songwriting via a stealthy route of 

physical application, vocal exploration 

and spoken and sung games. Come 

and explore useful – and fun – tried 

and tested activities that will inspire 

collective songwriting, increase the 

quality of singing and enhance musical 

learning for the whole class, the small 

group and the individual child. 

 

 

Choral leader, director, facilitator, voice coach and 

songwriter Em Whitfield Brooks works with professionals, 

amateurs, individuals and groups of all sizes, ages and 

abilities from all backgrounds and across all sectors. She 

has led projects, directed shows, run teachers’ choirs and 

trained teachers and leaders in and out of schools across 

the UK since 1990. Her approach embraces elements of 

theatre, music, circus, mindfulness and performance in 

her search for the ‘easy way’ to free the voice. Em’s 

educational work has included voice and performance 

projects for Sing Up, Sage Gateshead. Opera North, 

West Yorkshire Playhouse, York Theatre Royal, Leeds 

College of Music, University of York, York St John’s 

University, Youth Music, Yorkshire Young Musicians, 

Music Leader, Stephen Joseph Theatre, Whitby 

Musicport, 509 Arts, Back to Ours and Trinity 

Guildhall. She specialises in large-scale community 

performance, conducts the Hull Freedom Chorus and is 

Associate Director of the Map 

Consortium. www.emwhitfieldbrooks.com 

 

 

John Barron Dorico – more time for music 
 

Come and find out how you can 

quickly and easily produce exceptional 

quality printed music for your 

ensembles.  Written by former Sibelius 

developers, Dorico is intuitively 

designed (even for technophobes) and 

has hundreds of advanced notations, 

features and options.  In this session 

you can have your specific questions 

answered and your voice heard by 

Steinberg's International Product 

Specialist, John Barron. This session will 

include how to simply get started; 

import your existing pieces; make 

worksheets; quickly create cues to 

speed up your rehearsals and make a 

condensed conductors score with one 

button! Come and find out yourself 

how Dorico can help you save time, 

and pick up some tips & resources to 

get you composing and arranging with 

Dorico. 

 

 

John Barron is a sax and keyboard player and the 

International Product Specialist for Dorico, Steinberg’s 

new notation software program. Prior to Steinberg, he 

spent many years working for Sibelius and Avid 

alongside Daniel Spreadbury and the old Sibelius 

development team.  It is that same team who, since late 

2012 have been developing the brand new Dorico 

program, and in 2016 John re-joined the team. Online or 

in person he now runs Dorico training sessions to get 

people up and running as quickly as possible and to help 

them save time in the composition process and music 

preparation. 

Scott Stroman 

(workshop 2 only) 

Fusion in the Classroom 

 

 

See previous biography 

 

http://www.emwhitfieldbrooks.com/

